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PROPOSALS. 


HIS Work ſhall be printed upon curi- 

ous fine Paper in a large Letter according 
to this Specimen ; in which the Author hath 
not followed the common Method, of giving 
out ſome Fragment which is afterwards to be 
of no Uſe; but hath exhibited the entire 
PROLEGOMENA, to ſtand as a Part of the 
future Work. For this Reaſon he judges it 
but equitable that thoſe who are defirous to 
read it ſhould pay for it; and if they will lay 
down the Price of this they ſhall have the Reſt, 


(when it comes out) at a reaſonable Oy 


N. B. Sober tes are taken in by all 
Bookſellers in Town and Country. 
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cnTrieAL and Turxor ofen, G. 


PROLEGOMENA. 


HI 8 great Critic and Divine, Mr. WII- 
5 LIAM WARBURTON, hath ſo well deſerv- 
el of the learned World, that I perſuade my- 
Honour can fail of meeting with a favourable Ac. 
ceptance from the Public. And though it may 
ſeem an Impropriety to write a Commentary 
upon the Works of a living Author (Who, if 
bis Writings want Explanation, may be preſum- 
ed to be: beſt qualified te do it himlelf,) yet am 
I not r Undertaking; 
knowing it to be not without . — for Wu. 5 
ters of the fuſt Claſs to give forth what is in 
ſpired into them by a — Genius, as it 
comes into their NY Arg and to leave it to the 
e and ind of others to make it an- 
B 2 derſiood. 


4 PROLEGOME N A. 
derſiood. Thus that immortal Work the Dux- 
CIAD wanted the Hand of my ſagacious and fn 
duſtrious Father; and the not leſs celebrated 
ESSAY ON Man, the maſterly Skill of our II. 
LUSTRIOUS AUTHOR himſelf, who hath ſhewn 
beyond all Contradiction, that what by ſome ig- 
norant Readers had been miſtaken for a Syſtem 
of ATHEISM, is as ſtanch Morality, and as fit 
to be preached from the Pulpit as St. PauL' 8 
Epiſtles. 

It would be very unfortunate if HR, - whg' 15 
generouſſy undertook this kind Office in Fave 
of a cotemporary Writer, ſhould HIMSELF want 
a Friend to ſerve him in the ſame Way; eſpe- 
cially as he wants one, at leaſt as mach as Mr. 
Pope did. What marvel - that either ſhould 

want ſuch help? Correctneſs and Perſpicuity 
ſuits your dull Pedants very well; but GREAT. 
Genivs's are * born away from chemſelves and 
from all Rule, as by a Torrent. This was our 
Author's Cale; 3 by which Means he has given 
Occaſion to careleſs or malicious Readers to 
charge their oοjn Miſtakes or Miſrepreſenta- 
on, as Inconſiſtencies and e eren * 


— / . a 
__ { bs T #h& 121. 77 9 * * 
* Div. tn, 


w + < * Z 4 1 i # 
* 2 A 
1 4 »F + £ b, | * Pry 1 3 5 : 
DA « 1 yo * . o 4 7 - 
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. POE U O MENG 11 
himſelf, of wh ich ther” HR ae patherically 
complains.” 4 va 41 
Furthermore, 4 am ads ee Wet ene 
Suſpicion, (nay I am very certain and poſitive) 
that the Writings of this Author have met with 
the ſame ill Luck with the Writings of other 
great Men before him; that is, to ſuffer much 
by the Careleſſneſs or Malice of TranscRi- 
BERS. It is not neceſſary to be: ſuppoſed that 
Mr. WARBURTON ſhould have ſubmitted to the 
Drudgery of penning down his Thoughts HIM- 
SELF. Conceive him rather (if you pleaſe) ſit- 
ting in his Elbow Chair, and 7 rar to his 
CuRaTE,. or (for want of ſuch) to his Paris 
CLERK; and conſider with your ſelf what Mon- 
ſters of Abſurdities may have ariſen by this 
Transfuſion: of Ideas, from the pureſt and clean- 
eſt Head in the Univerſe, through ſuch corrupt- 
ed Channels! Nor will it import to ſay, that 
our Author would certainly take care to read 
his Copies before he ſent them to the Preſs: For 
conſidering the Variety of Subjects that have of 
late exerciſed. his Thoughts, and above all 
the IMPETUOSITVY of his Genius; it is 
far more | probable, that 1 he had diftated 
bn his 


6 PROLE GOM ENA 


his Sentiments, he committed his Papers to 
Chance, and never once thought of them after; 
even as the great MIL TON did, of whom 
the learned BENTLERTUs fays*, ©: That having 
4 committed the Copy [of his Poem] and the 
* overſeeing of the Press, to ſome Friend or 
* Acquaintance; he ſo thoroughly confided in 
him, ee that the Proof Sheets of the firſt Edi- 
« tion were NEVER read to him. Nay the 
« Edition when publiſhed was never read to him 
ce in SEVEN VEARS Time;” by which Means 
(fo vilely did this Corrector & execute his Truſt”) 
the Work became polluted with ſuch monſtrous 
“ Faults, as are beyond Example in any other 
6e printed Book.” And this it was that fur- 
niſhed out Matter of Employment for this moſt 
learned Critic ; who has given the nobleft Edi- 
tion of that Work that the Public has yet Been 
bleſſed with of any Author in the World wike- | 
ther ancient or modern. 
Even fo (I ſay) it hands Gabe bees Nes 
thor; and the like Honours do J expect to re- 


ceive from the Public, for reſtoring his moſt 


valuable Productions to. their original _ 


„ Pref, to Milton: 


acid 


» 
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7 
nd Luſtre. For char we are not now deal 
ing in a Conjectures, a cateful Survey of 
thefe Writings will demonſtrate to the Con- 
 viction of the moſt -obſtmate. I have ſpent 
ſome Years in caſtigating that matchlefs Work 
the Divine LEOATTON, uy aſſure the Reader 
(What probably he may know already) that 
there hc? 4 it Multitudes + Paſſages (yea and 
fometimes whole Pages together) that have nei. 
ther Truth nor Connection as they ſtand in 
our preſent Copies, and which therefore ought 
to be looked upon in no other Light, than as 
the miſerable Patchings of ſome paultry Scribe, 
who by ſome ill Fate (1' know not how) hap- 
to have the fin of our e 
original Papers. © And yet, ” ſo exactly do the 
Fates of great Men ſometimes tally) © a farther 
« Misfortune befel this noble Work which u 
de laid to the Author's Charge, though he 
may fairly plead not guilty. - There are ſome 
6 Inconſiſtencies in the Sys TEM and PLAN of 
4 it, for want of his Reviſal of the WHoLE, 
6e before its Publication MILTON is fairly 
2 byte ne his 
aug bd. 


Bud. 


8 —— 
Blindneſs; ; and I muſt lay claim to the ſame Plea 
on the Behalf of our Author, ſince it is mani- 
feſtly the ſame Thing whether a Man hath no 
_ or whether he is not at Leiſure to make 
aſe of any. 46.4 
However, upon the Whole, I cannot help 
applying to this Work, that ſage Reflection 
which the abovementioned moſt able Critic 
makes upon PARADISE LosT. * What a won- 
& derful Performance is this Divine LEcaTi- 
« on? that under all theſe Diſadvantages could 
gradually ariſe and ſoar to a national Applauſe 
e and Admiration? What native unextinguiſhe 
“ able Beauty muſt be impreſſed, and inſtinct- 
ed through the whole, which the Defoœda· 
tion of ſo many Parts, could not hinder from 
e ſhining forth?” It ſhall he our Buſineſs (in due 
Time) to ſet all theſe Things right; and though 
the Interpolations of the Curate, or the Pariſb 
Clerk (or whoever elſe he was) © were detected 
“ by. their own Sillineſs and Unfitneſs; and ea- 
60. fily 'Epred; yet our Author's ON Slips and 
% Inady ertencies/cannot be redreſſed a » 2 
$4 Change both of the Words and Senſe 


wel e Jþid.. 


_— 
K 


£ e *Y 4 
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2 
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Such Changes 1 ſhall ſuggeſt as they offer Wend 
ſelves; of which the * r an haue | 
fair Notive. - Lie n 400 


But as wi ill be a ; Js: 1 expenſive 
Work, I chuſe to make my firſt Eflay with 
theſe my COMMENTARIES upon a ſhort Piece 
entituled, AN APoLoGETICAL DEDICATION'6ce., 
in which the Author's principal Concern is to 
defend his SERMON. preached: on the laſt Fasr 
Dar ; which though I am as ſure that he hath. 
fully and completely juſtified, as am certain 
to he never laid a wrong:! [Thing in his whole 
Life; I do yet uphold to be utterly” incom- 
prehenſible, (without the Help of OI e: ABLE 
Cxi ric) except it be to the ron People of his 
Pariſh, for whoſe Edification the Sermon was 
compoſed, and who in Virtue. of his f conſtant 
Refidence/ among them, and aſſiduous Applica- 
tion to the Buſineſs of his Paco be 
preſumed (from the Juſtice of the Peace to the 
meaneſt Plæuman or Mechanic) to be ALL P- 
LosopHRRS and to penetrate immediately into 
his Sentiment (ax tree Miajſonykvon each ape n 


Di EN Jr: 7 a: TAY 
* Apol. p 
T See V, of the Author publiſhed. 2735 
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Fo PFRO'LE GO MENA; | 
Messing pe he does hu open hi Mouth, or touch 
Bis CH, of H wich one of- his Finger- 
I ſhall have Occaſion in Purſuit ef this my 
Underealeing to enter deeply into the Pocttine 
6f MöoRAE EWTI TES af FIC TD PERSOπ.]WôW ; 
in one Word R IIC HAL Mx and by the Help 
of the Principles there advanced; E ſhall make 
out even to: DEmongrRATION, the adamantine 
Firmnels of che BRITISH CongTITUTION 3 ;:how 
that it ſtands impregnable the Attacks 
of 'the Devil and the Brench, providetl we do 
but take! Care to be very⸗ honeſt (i e. very 
Su Politleians; and be ſire not to over-reach 
them in Our Vratiet and our Comnacit, but al- 


ways afford them þ ae Plaue 5 


oy that the * of our Conſtituti 


does not at all Nd the Nambes or Con: 
dition. of he” Pork r, he F they: ould.;: 
them be conſumed by Fasuur or by Peflilenci, 


(Except a PMW at the Helm called the ADMTNI- 
STRATION, Who muſt need be preſerved for the 
Consrieorron'sſake)the Conſtitution, being ſtill 
koitimate und Free, will therefore continue /afe; 
and MUST do ſo FOREVER, unleſs the aforeſaid | 


+ Serm, 5 19. i 0 308 eee 
of 2 . 
oy * 1. 1 Fi \ * 
1 4 ö Fc FEW 


L205 or TREA TY ſubſiſting between e two 
Kingdoms, or any other; foreign Fare it 
being the - fixed, immutable Decree of Frovi- 
dence not to puniſh PRIVATE. VICES: bythe 
OVERTHRO anf DESTRUCTION: of the STATE, 
but 1 s t@/RESTRAIN * Fudejmants ſont for the Sins 
of PRIVATE MEN, #s: NOT, HO AUR T that great 
Gift, of Code KARE and EQUAL Couerumeni. 
I ſhall further prove, that though, een ſup- 
poſigg Ale whole Nati a0 Ibegeme Aab it 
would. gontradict he aforeſgid fed, immutable 
Deeree of Providense: rt „ ur au Nr 
oncolbe deſ ed, fe ds do Hl - 
abſaruad lit foreign — ACVER 8 
faouldbitieatany Time ſo fall ots chat, 4 graſty 
An of. Men pee On 0 * — 5 


oug ght ve told 
. 2 mien, 5h IJ 
be the mdſtwghtaons PEoHLEgupen, —_—_— 
neither conſenting to any ſuch Violation, or 


_ Apol. p. 5. 5 | F Ibid. p. Wd | , 
bak © 2 even 


12 -PROVEGOMENA. 
even privy to it, till it was detetmined a d mov- 
ing to Execution. et ee ee, 
Theſe ſeveral Points of Doctrine, en our 
111 STRIOUS Author has *.\ CRITICALLY: Aeli. 
vered in Favour of our happy ConsTITUTION, 
ſhall be as critically proved, to the-eternal Shame 
of that ſuperſtitious Conceit, that God will pu- 
niſn NaTions for the Sins of the PEeoPLE, taken 
up by the common Run of Divines, from what 
what was done under the IEwWISH Law, and 
enforced by the Examples of the Hoa, of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, of the Ninevites,' and 
the ſeven Nations. Wuereas it ſhall be made 
appear (in Conformity to the Sentiments of our 
Author) that the firſt was a Diſpenſation in 
which other Nations are not concerned; and 
that the latter are not Examples of God's pu- 
miſhing Narroxs for the Sins of the PropLE 
(as, by Miſtale, they are repreſented in our 
BikLERS) but Examples of the T RRMOVYAL of 
God's SEVEREST CURSE (a zyraunicul and arbi- 
trary Government) out of pure Ay and 
good Will, as it ought to be ſuppoſed. 
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P ROLEGOMEN A. 1 3 
And here I ſhould have gone on. But I cannot 
help ſitting down a while in Admiration of the 
great Power of Truth, and how naturally the ſame 
Sentiments jump into the Minds of miar Ge- 

nius's. Our moſt excellent Author having ful- 
ly eſtabliſned the Tyuthᷣ of his Doctrine, thought 
it proper to ſay a Word or two about it's Ex. 
pediency ; for ſays he, (and he never ſaid a tru- 
er Thing in all his Life) I am not uſed to write 
or preach MERELVY for the Sale of EITHER. 
Why ſhould he? Wo writes or preaches mere- 
y for the Sake either of Truth or Eupeaiency? 
And why has not our Author as much Reaſon 
to expect, (as the REwarD. of his Labours) 
*Cbancellbrſbips, Archdeaconries; &c. &c. &. as 
— twenty other Divines, who were never known 
or heard of, by any Thing but their PRONMœMO- 
TIONS ? If there ever was a Man in the King- 
dom «(fince Cardinal F7: olſey) who deſerved tO 
hold half a dozen (even) Biſbopricis, at once, 
this is HE. But to the | Expediezcy. our Au- 
thor ſpeaks of; thus it ſtands f. The Ex- 
« pediency will be beſt ſeen by conſidering 
« what muſt be the natural Conduct of a good 
* Apol: p. 22. 0.473201; eee 29, 2 


8 . « Man 


14 PR OLEGOME NA 
4 Man on the Principle you {the CLREROV] de- 
fend, in a State, when ſo imminently in 
4 Danger, as ours was at the Time of my 
«Preaching. Muſt he not, (all theſe Ciroum- 
ce {ſtances concurring) think us a A People? 
«& And would he not piouſly deem that ſtrug 
ce gling for the Conſtitution was FIGHTING 
c acainsT'Gop ? What Encouragement would 
cc be now left for him for the Diſcharge of 
c his Duty as a Citizen? On theſe (Grounds, 
© what falſe Divinity could not perfect, real 
Cowardice would ſupply, which under Co- 
4 ver of a religious Principle, would teach Men 
4 to hille their Foltroonry, in all the Heat of 
c. facred Zeal and A moſt neceſſary 
Concluſton! and what, Jha. the Experience 
of all Ages has juſtified, though theicommon 
Senſe of all Ages has hitherto, overlooked it! But 
our: Author (it is to be confeſſed)) has not the 


Happineſs of hole Property in this Diſcmint 
as he chas in many others. For- I- find the in- 
commpardble Mr. Tromas Onvss. has falien n. 
actiy into theſe Sentiments. The \Gerpy 
0 0 5 this Orcaſion, or dome vf chem 


0 Four Diſſertations. p. II. 


cc at 
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2 at leaſt, have been pleaſed to... conſider and 
4 repreſent the ole REBELLION, and the 
« Troubles and Afflitions which, have befallen 
« the People of this Nation thereby, to be the 
cc i Lord's Doings—as a juſt Goren and. Pay 
uiſdment for our Sins. Now if this be in res, 
& + hs the Truth of the, Caſe, then furely it 
cc p47 be the tounden Duty. of the 3 
< of this Nation, not to reh Abeſe Evils—but 
to bear patiently and i paſſfuely. the .Chaſtiſe>. 
' the Lon —And then, l 1 


64 N nopds be! wrong; and contrary. to true 
Piety; z becauſe. they are no other than ma 
<« ing Oppeſition to, and FIGHTING. AGAINST, 
« "Gap, &c.” Had Mr. WARBURTON, known 
how large a Portion of his own: Spirit, warms, 
the Breaſt of this moſt extraordinary Writer; £ 
no doubt he would have treated him with, more; 
Reſpect than I find he has in ſome. Parts of his. 
Works. But as he is too juſt to deny to real 
Merit it' > due Tribute, 1 in whomſoeyer it hall ap” 
pear, I expect for the future that he will adopt 
him into the Number of his PL osorHERRS, and 
give him the right Hand of Fellowſhip. And 
WHAT 


F 
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WHAT may not the Public expect pri ſo hap- 
py a Conjunction! Doubtleſs we ſhall "ſee * 

that PESTILENT HERD of LiBERTINE Scrrp- 
LERS, with which the ISLAND 7s overrun (like good 
King Edgar s Wolves) fo thoroughly routed, and 
hunted down, that, within leſs than half a Year, 
there will not be one of them that ſhall dare to 
ſhew his Head within his Majeſty's Dominions. 

It is not to be diſſembled that theſe Princi- 
ples which I have faithfully reported, (and the 
Defence of which will be the Subject of the 
following Work) ſeem td have the Air of Pa- 
RADOXES; and by this Mark I certainly and 
infallibly know them to be the genuine Pro- 
ductions of our Author; and I promiſe. my- 
ſelf from hence ſo much the. greater Merit 
with the Public, when I ſhall have ha ppily 
unfolded to common Underſtandings, what may 
ſeem utterly beyond the Power of human Skill 
to comprehend. And what Ack nowledgments 
may I not expect from the GoveRNMENT 
( reſerving, however, as it is meet, to our Au- 
thor, as to the FIRST INVENTOR, his due Share) 
for a pax paint I to my Countrymen 3 a Se- 


V. 


0 . Rem. Par. 2. p. 246. N < 
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cret of ſuch vaſt I mportance at this critical 
Juncture of Affairs? | 


In the firſt Place I do predif, FOR ſhall 
make good, from our Author's Principles, the 
* CERTAIN DESTRUCTION of the REBELs in 
SCOTLAND. For ſhould they prevail, and 
ſet a PoepisH PRETENDER upon the Throne 
of thefe Realms; the CONSTITUTION would 
infallibly be DESTROYED. But this CANNoT BE 
without ſome Breach of Treaty; and Treaties, 
with THEM, there are none to break. How 
eaſy and natargh4 is this Concluſion ? And how 
much more certainly and ſpeedily does our 
Author come to his Point, than thoſe cloudy 
Di#ivines who took the road about Road of 
REPENTANCE, which he very wiſely ſaw the 
good People of this Nation were in no Sort diſ- 
poſed to, as in Truth oy are not e 
to it at this Day. 

In the next Place, I do as certainly progno- 
ſticate the DoWNFALL of France and Sparn 
and ALL the arbitrary, tyrannical Dominions i in 


* To remove a very a Prejudice aka may lie againſt this. Prediction, 
that it was given after the Event, I do moſt ſolemnly aver, (and, if needfal, 
can bring undoubted Evidence to prove) that it was committed to Writing, ſome 
Weeks Arg the late Battel near * 

the 
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the Univerſe; who having no Concern in the 
Decrees of Providence, whereby Nations are 
preſerved, we are to ſuppoſe, will at ſome Time 
or other (in Compaſſion towards them for their 
lablatries and manifold /mpreties) be releaſed from 
the. CURSE of their reſpective Governments, and 
* thrown as PAPER AND PACKTHREAD into the 
Balance of ſome legitimate States, when God in 
his Fuſtice ſhall weigh the Fate of Nations. No 
doubt in this Dijſtribution and dealing out of 
Nations and Kingdoms, the far greateſt Share 
will fall to us and our Friends the Durch; 
both Now as well as HERETOFORE remarkable 
for their Goop FaiTH and religious Obſervance 
of TREATIES. : | Fa” 
I might mention—but I forbear ; leſt by ſay- 
ing too much in this Introduction, I ſhould find 
a Scarcity of Matter when I come to the main 
Buſineſs; to which I now bring the impatient 
Reader. And if theſe my Commentaries ſhall 
prove to the publick Goaſt, my large and more 
elaborate Work ſhall ſoon follow. Though by 
the Way, I am admoniſhed by a learned Friend 
to wait for this till our Author's THIRD Volume 
| 1 * Apol. p. 11, 12. | > 


comes 
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comes out; a DEBT (as he himſelf confeſſes) to 
the P oklic of tans Years. ſtanding, But I am 
ſhrewdly ſuſpicious that this DET will never be 
paid; for he now begins to hint that it will be 
of no Uſe; and brings ARISTOTLE to vouch, 
« that when the major and minor Propoſitions 
<« in a Syllogiſm are proved, THE CONCLUSION. 
. MUST follow of Courſe;” upon which my 
ingenious Kinſman HERMAN SCRIBLERUS made 
this judicious Remark, 


Strange! if the Work ſhould E EVER Vail of Priends, 
Which WARBURTON begins and ARISTOTLE ends; 


But let us turn our Eyes to a yet nobler Work : 
the GENERAL DEFENCE oF CarIsTLANITY, 
which (the Foundation thus Virmiy laid) is next 
to follow; to the utter DeſtruQtion of Mien 
LITY and all her Inplements *, © from the mi 
< ty Author of Chriſtianity as old as the Ten 
« tion, to the drunken, blaſpheming CoBLER, 
« who rote againſt Jeſus and the Reſurrec- 
cc tion.“ Lead on, GREAT HERO. lead on ; 
5 let thy + Ardour flacken . Whilſt I (GREAT 
oo, by being SECOND: to THEE in Glory) attend, 
Rem. 2. p. 246. + Div. Lg. P. 2 . Pref 12, 
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thy Rear, to carry thy * Sahves and thy Lint and 
thy Balſams; and to battle it with the broken Pieces 
of thy Lance! F© No Time is to be loſt! We have 
„ 2 Anal Proſpect before us. The CHILLING- 
„ worTHs of the preſent Age, will in a little 
Time be no more, whilſt the Race of— Alas! 
« how ominous are the Fears of F riend{hip! I had 
but juſt wrote this when a Meſſenger came in, 
«© who gave me Cauſe to curſe my DivINaT1- 
„ on!” He tells me that our Author's Brain 
has of late ſuffered ſo violent a Concuſſion, from 
a Blow received on his Head, that it is thought 
by his Phyſicians he will never be able again 
to attempt any Thing that is conſiderable. The 
Man, it is true, nodes + aol" breathes and performs 
(it is to be hoped) all animal Functions as he 
ought to do. But the AuUTHoR is upon his 
{aft Legs, and cannot poſlibly hold out a Twelve- 
month longer. My ingenious Kinſman before- 
mentioned (who, by the Mother's Side, is a di- 
ſtant Relation of the great ALEXANDER Pop) 
has promiſed me a Copy of Verſes to his 
Memory, to be placed in the Front of my Co- 
MENTARY, which (as I calculate) will make its 
* Rem. p. 266. Du. Lx P. 2 m_ 13. 
. 


. 
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Appearance very 1980 jt the Author - Pl 10 10 
In the mean Time I exhibit the following Sketch  _ 
of MY OWN (for, e as faith the learned BENTLELUS, | 1 


— Sunt & MIHI carmina; ME quogue dicunt © 
VATEM Paſtores 5 


Which may ſerve our Author as a | Memento for 
the ſhort Time he has to live: 


GREAT SAGE, farewell! whilſt never dying Faux 
Through rolling Ages ſhall record THY Nams. 
Self-born, Self-taught, HY GENIvs did explore, 
Whatfewoould reach,what none e er taught before. 
To THEE 'twas giv'n, by wondrous Art, to ſhew- 
Of ancient Times, F * * * * * * * eee}. 
And from the preſent Age, to future Times to tell, 

What, hadſt TH Ou ne'er been born f! * * * * 


＋ The Copy of this Work having been ſent up ſome hundreds of Miles by the 
Carrier; through bad packing, it happened, that Part of the ſixth and eighth 
Lines was chafed out. And the Bookſeller not having Op 1 to conſult 
the Author at ſo great a Diſtance, was forced to apply to a LEARN ED Critic 
of his Acquaintance, who has reſtored the four laſt Lines entire, Fon: 


To THE x *twas given, by wondrous Art, to ſhew 

Of ancient Times, —what ancient Times ne*er knew; 

And from the preſent Age, to future Times to tell, : 

IO hadꝰſt THOU ne'er been born! would have been told as well. 


The End of the PROLEGOMENA. 
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